
Language Policy

Embedded in the philosophy of KC High are tenets that form the roots of the Language Policy. Definitions

significant to the understanding of the policy and portions of the Vision, Mission and Beliefs statements

which form the bases for the development of the Language Policy are mentioned below:

Definitions

Mother Tongue: The term ‘Mother Tongue’ is complicated in the Indian Context as it means different

things to different people; therefore, we do not use that term in the Language Policy.

First Language – The ‘First Language’ is the language that the child first learned between the ages of one

and five. Some children have more than one first language.

Additional Language – The term ‘Additional Language’ is the language that the child acquired after

learning the first language. It is also called the ‘Language of Acquisition’.

Vision

KC High will be a model institution creating competent, courageous, caring citizens of the world,

empowered to build a better tomorrow.

Extracts from the Mission

KC High will:

- Cater to a diverse student population
- Foster a connect with nature and culture through a team of caring, passionate facilitators

Extracts from Beliefs

We believe

● that every child is unique and every child can learn
● in treating all stakeholders as responsible partners in the process of education to raise learners

as resilient, resourceful, socially conscious, contributing global citizens
● that the multicultural diversity of our stakeholders is an asset
● in evolving a principle centred and an ethical perspective to develop a living culture of

tolerance, appreciation, passion, empathy and respect towards all
● in equipping our learners to comfortably transition to institutions of higher learning across the

world with the confidence that a firm foundation in knowledge, skills, understanding, ethics
and values has been acquired

Issue date: 05.04.2016, Edited on :10.09.2017, 1.03.2022



Motto

Care, Collaborate, Catalyze and Create

As envisaged in the vision statement, building a better tomorrow calls for inter-cultural understanding and

international mindedness. For this, it is essential that all stakeholders be able to communicate effectively

in at least one common language. English is a bridge language in India, because it allows people from

different states and different regions of the country to communicate with each other. Considering the

urban setting of KC High and the profile of its student population, English is the best choice as the medium

of instruction and official communication. Since the school believes that the education provided from K-12

must prepare the students to transition comfortably to institutions of higher education, English again

emerges as the most practical choice as the medium of instruction for students in urban India, and more

so at an international school in India.

Learning a language other than one’s own first language helps human beings to rediscover their own

language and culture while understanding the other language and culture, too. Since we believe

multicultural diversity is an asset, all stakeholders should strive to acquire at least one new language, and

to appreciate many cultures. KC High has programs of study that encourage respect for diversity and

collaboration, and the cultural events of the school promote and showcase multiculturalism.

Principles

- All stakeholders must be able to communicate with one another and so the medium of instruction
and language for all official communication is English.

- Since KC High caters to a diverse student population from many states in India and from other
countries, it is imperative to offer at least two Indian languages and two foreign languages apart
from English.

- Language teaching must be contextual and involve an understanding of the culture of the
countries/states where the language is predominantly in use.

- Students transferred from other states or countries need to be provided support if they fall short
of grade level expectations in English or the Language of Acquisition.

- The adequate development of language skills is the responsibility of School Management,
teachers, parents and students themselves.

Student demographics

Many students in KC High are not native speakers of English. However, both Indian and most expat

families in KC High have more than one first language. Most hail from urban families whose exposure

to English and usage of the language is high. In fact, apart from English serving as a medium of

instruction in their own years of education, for most parents of KC High, it serves as a predominant

language of communication even in family settings and daily conversations, right from early

childhood. Thus, most students who join even in KC Pre-prep have early exposure to English.
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Programs of study in Languages

Based on the school’s Vision, Mission, Beliefs and Motto, as well as the demographics of the student

population, the following programs of studies in Languages are prescribed in the school.

First Language:

- English is the medium of instruction.
- First Language English courses (From CAIE – Cambridge Primary, Cambridge Secondary, IGCSE) are

followed from Grades BB (Year 1) to Grade X (Year 11).
- English Language and Literature is a course that is offered at the IBDP in Grades XI and XII.
- Appreciation and familiarity with English literature is inbuilt into the school’s English First Language

Courses from Grades BB to Grade XII.

Additional Languages (Language Acquisition):

- Exposure to formal learning of Additional Languages begins in the early years of schooling in KC
Pre-prep.  Students are exposed to rhymes, songs, and stories in multiple Indian languages including
Tamil, Hindi and other South Indian languages, and also in foreign languages.

- From Grades BB to VIII (Year 1 to Year 9) all skills of language learning – listening, speaking, reading,
writing, and usage – are laid out as a formal Additional Language curriculum in Tamil, Hindi, French
and Spanish, built and reviewed by the school.

- For Grades IX and X IGCSE or O level Syllabuses in Tamil, Hindi, French and Spanish are implemented.
- For students in Grades XI and XII in the IBDP, learning an Additional Language is through courses in

Hindi, Tamil,French and Spanish, at HL or SL or Ab initio courses.
- Once a family chooses an Additional Language (Language Acquisition) for a child, KC High

encourages  the child to continue studying the chosen language.
- At KC High  we discourage a switch from one Additional Language to another .

- In exceptional circumstances, after consulting with the family and the teachers, a student might be
allowed to switch from one Additional Language (Language Acquisition) when entering middle school-
Grade 6. This will depend  on the students interest, motivation to learn the language, support from
home and performance in a diagnostic test.

- For transfer students, to take an additional language in Grade 9, they should have learnt the language
for at least a year or have a Level Language Certificate : Spanish (DELE) & French (DEFL).

- While transitioning to IBDP, students should choose an additional language that allows for a suitable
degree of challenge. They could refer to the Language acquisition placement guide provided by IB.

- To familiarize students with the regional language, KC High exposes every child up to Grade 5 to Tamil
through  project-based conversational courses which are not formally assessed.

Language Learning Resources, Library and Media

- Language learning is supported by an adequate number of fiction and nonfiction books, videos,
audio recordings in English and the Additional Languages that are offered appropriate to all age
levels of students.
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- Classrooms and all learning spaces are print-rich.
- The school has a graded reading program in the early years and Primary school both in English

and Additional languages.
- Books are accessible to students in the library and in the classrooms.
- Students are allowed to borrow age-appropriate books for reading at home based on personal

choice.
- Multimedia resources are available both in the library and ICT lab to promote language learning.
- Language classrooms are technology enabled.
- Access to the internet to access language resources is permitted in the classroom, ICT lab, and

library under supervision.

ESL Support

- For students whose exposure to English is minimal, an evaluation is done to ascertain their entry
level in the language and a teacher is assigned to conduct one on one sessions for English
language learning daily during school hours.

- They are then integrated for the rest of the day for learning in other subject areas.
- Any assistance they may require to learn the other subject areas where the medium of instruction

is English is provided by the co-teacher in Primary classes, or the ESL teacher.
- Assessments are modified to suit their level and progress is monitored.
- The ILP for English language learning is designed by the teacher to fully integrate the student and

bring him/her on par in a two-year time span, depending on the age of entry.

Support for learning an Additional Language

- Students who fall seriously short of the proficiency required for the particular grade level  are
eligible for support, based on their age and performance in other subject areas, and are provided
an ILP for Second Language learning in Hindi, Tamil, French or Spanish. The ILP is constructed by
the students support services team, together with the parents and the learner, and it includes a
scaffolding timeline. A significant portion of the “catch-up work”, “filling the gaps”, or additional
support, must be done at home with the support of the parents, and the goal of the ILP is to
remove the need for additional support within a specified time.

- Students are encouraged to choose Tamil or Hindi if they can be supported at home since it is
their first language or because their close relatives residing with them can support them in the
language.

Assessments

- Assessments of all skill areas including reading, writing, speaking, listening and usage is done at all
grade levels.

- Apart from teacher assessments, self and peer assessments are encouraged.
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- Rubrics and observation checklists are used as tools of assessments.
- Reading is assessed for both comprehension and fluency.
- Dialogues and role play are modes of speaking assessments in Primary School.
- At Secondary School level speaking skills are also assessed through debates and presentations.
- For Foreign Languages (IGCSE), the speaking skill is assessed by role play and conversations.

Reading, Writing and Listening skills are assessed with External Papers.
- English A Language & Literature will be assessed by Internal Assessment in Grade XII. Students

may choose English for their EE.
- In IB, Language Acquisition is assessed with an Internal Assessment (Speaking: Picture description

related to the target language and conversations) and External Assessments (Reading, Writing &
Listening) in Grade XI.

This policy was originally written by Dr. Gayathri Deepak in 2016, edited
and revised by the Head of school and coordinators in 2017, and then
further edited and revised by KC High teachers in September 2021 and
February 2022. It is published by KC High with a Creative commons-SA-BY
4.0 license. You are free to reuse it but please acknowledge KC High and
republish it with a similar license.
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