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IB News
KC's theme for the semester

This month's coffee morning was more than just coffee and
conversations. We brought our parents and students of IB1
together, to discuss pertinent issues around mental health. For
this to happen, we had designed some probe questions that
facilitated the discussion. What surprised us is how some learners
opened up beautifully about their take on mental health, being an
IB student, their apprehensions about the expectations society
placed on them and how they felt overwhelmed sometimes. This
was complimented by how parents shared their take on what it is
to be a parent of a teenager, who is ready to take on the whole
world and blossom into a young adult! Overall, the session was an
eye-opener for many. It helped the learners see the art of holding
on, and parents see the art of letting go!

My mental well-being, My priority

A brief guide to mental well-being here

Reflections from the participants

Student Led Conference

(SLC)

15-18 Dec

Winter Fest

22 Dec

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ym6U7JMoyh2_6LOViXSX8nvmxe8eym1b/view?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/preethisritharan/7rcf7wna7y93m3m1


Harvard Summer School Program

This year, I had the privilege of spending my summer at Harvard University.
I was enrolled in a 7-week program, registered for two classes - Financial Accounting and Start-
ups from the perspective of Business and IP Law - that granted me four credits each. 

Harvard Summer School was an enriching experience, filled with learning, not just in the
classroom, but outside as well, with diverse students, various extracurricular activities and
university opportunities. The Harvard community was one of the best parts of the experience.
Having the opportunity to engage and interact with Harvard professors, students at the university
and other summer school students allowed me to elevate my perspectives and views on various
intellectual topics. My interests in gender equality and creative writing were enhanced through
Harvard’s clubs and research opportunities, and lively conversations with undergraduates
majoring in similar fields who were more than willing to give me feedback on a written piece of
mine or engage in a lively debate.

The walk to my classes was a long one as I stayed in one of the few Harvard residencies that were
outside the main campus. However, this gave me the opportunity to appreciate the historic
academic buildings around me, and walking through Harvard Yard was always something to look
forward to. 

Harvard’s summer program is focused on exposing high-school students to a college experience,
and it did just that. When I wasn’t at Widener library balancing accounts or prepping for my next
mock deposition for my rigorous yet engaging courses, I was immersing myself into the culture of
Harvard’s community. 

This summer was truly one of my best summers, one that was filled with learning and growth,
allowing me to progress not just as a student, but also as an individual. 

 

Learning from beyond

Shivani Ashyanth



A peek into the classes
TOK one object exhibition

Spanish Day Celebrations

Preparing for Sports Day



As Raphael cheekily added his own self into the
painting, I reveled at the fact that I too had
somehow made my way into the room, witness to
the spirited battle. The IB learners may not think
this to be special but they sure got me all hopeful .

Raphael, School of Athens, 1509-11,  Apostolic Palace, Vatican City.
 

The School of Athens, a painting by the Italian
Renaissance artist Raphael, has long held my
fascination. Imagine a room full of the greatest
minds of that time united in their quest to unlock
knowledge, unleash philosophical arguments
and establish the wisdom of years. Could there
be a more idyllic academic setting than to be
present there, to hear the voices of those who set
the ways in which the world works?

On the 20th of October, a rather busy Thursday,
I hurried to the first floor, fully aware of how
delayed I was. What I wasn't going to do, is miss
another session of the War of Words, a lunch
time conversation club started by Arihant and
Serena of IB1. The day's conversation was on
legalisation of Marijuana. This article is not
going to detail the arguments around it. I
managed to sneak into the room with just four
minutes before it ended.  Dismissing off the "hi
aunty" s and "you are late" s, I tried my best to
meld into the background. 

The room was casual, some were walking
around, some on chairs and others on desks, the
usual suspects had resorted to being lizard
people, sticking to the walls; while some took
centre stage, standing on the opposing side,
leaning forward, battle stance. I almost expected
one of them to scream Wakanda Forever and
leap forward. Were they armed? Sure, with
points that were hurled one way and then
returned with pleasure. One gentleman in his
typical fashion paced the outliers with his hands
in his pockets, shouting words into the main
group, unwilling to take credit for them.

   When the noises got unruly, Arihant would clap
loudly and the voices would fall to place.   In their
groups they gossiped and rolled eyes at a secret
joke, some threw up their hands in frustration. My
smile was widening with every passing minute. 

Did I catch much of the conversation? Nope, not at
all. One of them even pointed out that I had missed
the best part, when they had all been highly
charged. I didn't mind, I saw the passion, the
academic prowess and the ability to debate and
argue while being civil and empathetic. I take note
and definitely attribute some of the freedom with
which they cared and got involved, to the fact that
no teachers were present for the event. This was
their time, space and platform to voice their
opinions on the things that they live with, that they
hope to change. I saw IB learners in their full glory
and I am still jealous.

NEW

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City


LEARNER OF THE MONTH
Being balanced isn't about being perfect and Rida
handles IB work pressure a lot better. She has a clear
idea of what is important to her and prioritizes her
work to achieve her goals. She isn't afraid to use her
support system and understands what her limits are.

She can articulate her thoughts and ideas clearly and
coherently. A good listener who never hesitates to share
her viewpoints. Radhika is well aware that
communication is the key to success.- 

Arihant is a young adult who carries the wisdom of
an old. Ruminates more talks less. When he spells,
they are the chosen ones. He builds his self in careful
thoughts wary of the consequences of the mischoice.

 

Krishav won the hearts of the young kids in his Coding Club
not just by his appealing knowledge in coding but with his
compassionate approach and care to help them persist on
and never give up. A great hit with the young learners!

Resilience to set backs is Rajaram’s hallmark. He
embraces challenges more than success. He is
innovative and has a great circle of friends thanks to
his team playing skills. 

It’s a joy to watch Rahil drifting into deep thoughts
when the others are busy debating. Then suddenly,
heads turn because Rahil had thrown a question in,,
that would linger on for a while. A learner who
learns for learning sake!

Balanced

Communicator

Reflective

Caring

Risk-taker

Inquirer



 After graduating from KC, I took a gap year to travel in Senegal and Nepal. Now I'm close to
beginning my third term at Deep Springs, California — a strange and wonderful place that
accepts 13 students each year who run and govern the school, which is located on a patch of desert
land in the middle of nowhere. 
 A typical day involves classes in the morning in the form of student-led seminars, each consisting
of 4-9 students. We do physical labour for 4-5 hours a day – currently, I'm on BH, meaning that my
crew washes dishes after every meal and serves food (which is cooked by students with the
produce from student gardeners, milk from the dairy boys and meat from the student butchers).
On Monday nights, we have committee meetings – I serve on the Applications Committee, where we
select the next batch of DS students. The Curriculum Committee selects our professors and our
classes; Communications handles outreach programs; and Reinvitations decides whether or not
students are reinvited to spend another year at DS. Tuesday nights, we give speeches. Friday
nights, we have a self-governance meeting that inevitably stretches on past midnight: we bring in,
discuss and vote on motions that are sometimes serious, like censoring a student for not fulfilling
their responsibilities, and sometimes silly, like having a ball. In this meeting, we talk about — and to
— our friends as if they are no different from any other member of the student body. We struggle
to differentiate between our personal and public lives. We make mistakes. 
 The best part of DS is walking out of class, work or a meeting, and being able to ask each other
what went wrong and how we should fix it. Dissatisfaction is an integral part of the DS experience.
You rarely get what you signed up for — you have to create it. DS takes the qualities that IB wants
to inculcate in its students and frames them in the form of an extreme experiment in living. For the
two years that we spend at DS, we are not allowed to leave or invite people into the college (except
during break). 26 students, our professors and work managers, and the desert quickly become our
entire world. The decisions we make all have serious effects on everyone we live with. There is
nowhere to escape the consequences. I am grateful to be here and grateful to KC for making this
leap of faith possible. 

KNOW OUR ALUMNI

Shreya Vikram
Class of 2021

 

Deep Springs 

IB community blog 
IB Festival of Hope 

https://blogs.ibo.org/blog/category/inspiring-alumni/
https://blogs.ibo.org/blog/category/inspiring-alumni/
https://ibo.org/festival-of-hope/about-the-festival/
https://ibo.org/festival-of-hope/about-the-festival/

